Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 30 JUN 2005 


Message Text 


LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

PAGE 01 SAN 10 02652 241955Z 

61 

ACTION ARA-20 

INFO OCT-01 ADP-00 CIAE-00 DODE-OO INR-10 NSAE-00 PA-03 

RSC-01 USIA-15 PRS-01 EB-11 FPC-01 PM-07 NSC-10 SS-15 

AID-20 IO-13 L-03 OMB-Ol PC-04 RSR-01 /137 W 

042510 

R 241840Z IUL 73 
FM AMEMBASSY SAN JOSE 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 4642 
INFO AMEMBASSY MANAGUA 


LIMITED OFFICIAL USE SAN JOSE 2652 

E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: PFOR, CS 

SUBJECT: MINOR CONTROVERSY OVER PROPOSED NICARAGUAN 
DA ON SAN JUAN RIVER 

1. JULY 22 PRESS CARRIED REMARKS BY FOREIGN MINISTER 
GONZALO FACIO, WHICH PROBABLY WILL PUT AN END TO 
TENSIONS RAISED HERE LAST WEEK BY REPORTS THAT THE 
GOVERNMENT OF NICARAGUA INTENDS TO BUILD A HYDROELECTRIC DAM 
ACROSS THE SAN JUAN WHICH CONSTITUTES MUCH OF THE 

BORDER BETWEEN THE TWO COUNTRIES. THE CONTROVERSY BEGANN 
ON JULY 19 WHEN FACIO DECLARED THAT THE CONSTRUCTION OF A DAM 
ACROSS THE RIVER "WOULD SIGNIFY AN INTRUSION ON COSTA RICAN 
TERRIROTY." 

2. FACIO'S CONCILIATORY STATEMENT ON THE 22ND CAME ON THE 
HEELS OF NICARAGUAN FOREIGN MINISTER ALEJANDRO MONTIEL'S 
REPORTED REMAKRS TO THE PRESS IN RESPONSE TO FACIO THAT 
COSTA RICA. ACCORDING TO THE 1858 BORDER TREADY, HAD NAVIG- 
ATIONAL RIGHTS ON THE RIVER AND ONLY IF STUDIES INDICATE THESE 
RIGHTS WILL BE AFFECTED MUST COSTA RICA BE CONSULTED ON THE 
CONSTRUCTION PROJECT. FACIO TACITLY ADMITTED HE HAD SHOT 
FROM THE HIP BY STATING, ACCORDING TO THE PRESS, THAT 

COSTA RICAN RIVER RIGHTS HAD NOT BEEN IGNORED AND THAT 
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THE PROJECT. 

3. COSTA RICA WILL APPARENTLY SEND TWO ENGINEERS TO 
NICARAGUA AS "OBSERVERS" TO GET SOME UNDERSTANDING OF 
WHAT THE NICARAGUANS ARE PLANNING TO DO. AS THE SOUTH BANK 
OF THE RIVER IS THE LEGAL NICARAGUAN/COSTA RICAN BORDER. IT 
SEEMS LIKELY THAT SOONER OR LATER COSTA RICA WILL BECOME 
MORE INVOLVED IN THE PROJECT. 

LANE 
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